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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT





Please let this serve as a notice that you have been informed of your new housing rights under the Violence Against Women and Dept. of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (“VAWA”)(Pub. L. 109-162).  In response to recent findings that “women and families across the country are being discriminated against, denied access to, and even evicted from public and subsidized housing because of their status as victims of domestic violence,” and because of the unique needs of these families, the VAWA changes were enacted.  These changes apply explicitly to the Public Housing Program, the Housing Choice Voucher Program, and Project-Based Section 8 Housing.





The VAWA prohibits the eviction of, and removal of assistance from, victims and immediate members of the victim’s family living in public or Section 8-assisted housing if the asserted grounds for such action is an instance of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalking.  An incident or incidents of actual or threatened domestic violence will not be construed as a serious or repeated violation of the lease by the victim and shall not be good cause for eviction.





Criminal activity directly relating to domestic violence engaged in by a member of a victim’s household or any guest or other person under the tenant’s control shall not be cause for eviction if the tenant or an immediate member of the tenant’s family is the victim of that domestic violence.  However, the owner or manager may remove an unlawful occupant or tenant who engages in criminal acts of violence to family members or others without evicting lawful occupants.





Additionally, assistance may be terminated for other good cause unrelated to the incident(s) of domestic violence.  For example, if there is an actual and imminent threat to other tenants or those employed at or providing service to the 
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property, eviction may be warranted.  





The VAWA prevents domestic violence service providers from disclosing personally-identifying information regarding victims of domestic violence, and requires Public Housing Authorities (“PHAs”) to maintain the confidentiality of certifications of an individual that they are victims of domestic violence.  A PHA may not deny portable voucher assistance to a tenant who violated previous assisted lease terms solely in order to move out quickly because of fear of domestic violence.  





As far as verification, an owner, manager, or public housing agency may request that an individual certify via a certification form that the individual is a victim of domestic violence, and that the incident(s) in question are bona fide incidents of such actual or threatened abuse and meet the requirements of the VAWA.  The name of the perpetrator shall also be included.  The victim shall provide such certification within 14 days after the owner, manager, or agency requests such certification in writing.  If the certification is not received within 14 business days, nothing would limit the administrator’s ability to evict for violation of the lease.  The certification request can also be satisfied by either documentation signed by an employee, agent or volunteer of a victim service provider, an attorney, or a medical professional from whom the victim has sought assistance in addressing the domestic violence; or by producing a police or court record.





If you have questions about this information, please contact your housing caseworker.
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NEWS & NOTES!





Effective October 1, 2006 Section 8 Housing Representatives and our Admissions Assistant will accept NO telephone calls, voice mail messages or unscheduled visits from clients AT ANY TIME ON WEDNESDAYS.  If you need to contact our office, we will accept calls on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  





We are happy to have Bill Varner as our new HQS inspector.  Bill has been working with the Redevelopment Authority for 25+ years and has a wealth of experience in inspection, lead paint testing, and rehab of properties.  Welcome to the staff, Bill!





Please keep in mind that all household income must be disclosed to our office.  HUD conducts income matching between our program and IRS records.  Failing to report income could result in your termination from the program.





We are also working closely with HUD’s Office of Inspector General on fraud issues such as unauthorized live-ins and unreported income.  Violating our regulations is punishable in federal courts.  Several of our clients have already been prosecuted. 
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NEWS & NOTES!





Effective February 1, 2005, Section 8 Housing Representatives in the 114 N. Hanover Street office will accept NO telephone calls, voice mail messages, or unscheduled visits from clients on Wednesdays between 8:00 a.m.  and 1:00 p.m.  Thank you for your cooperation.


Effective September 6, 2005, Judy Smith has taken a position with the Cumberland County Redevelopment Authority.  If Judy was your housing representative, your new caseworker is Sandy Smith.  Congratulations to both Judy and Sandy on their new positions.


Our new receptionist is Debbi Simondi.  Please keep in mind when you call our office that our phone lines are always very busy.  We would appreciate your patience and courtesy to Debbi when calling us.


Our inspector, Clif Mercer, lost a white gold wedding band in the last several months.  If you found it, please contact him at 249-1315.


	





114 North Hanover Street


Office Hours


Monday–Friday 	8:00 am–5:00 pm


Telephone Numbers


(717) 249-1315 (Carlisle area)


(717) 697-7703 (West Shore area)


(717) 532-8805 (Shippensburg area)


Fax Number:  (717) 249-5988





Section 8 Staff


Carolyn Bair, RAP Supervisor


Dolly Ludwig, Asst. Supervisor/FSS Coord.


Bette Newcomer, Housing Rep


Teresa Mercer, Housing Rep/FSS Coord.


Karen Michael, Housing Rep


April Quinn, Housing Rep


Sandy Smith, Housing Rep


Robert Johnson, HQS Inspector


William Varner, HQS Inspector


Lisa Lory, Admissions Assistant


Debbi Simondi, Receptionist/Secretary
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